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The Heidelberg Catechism

(Thisversionauthorizedoy the Canadianand AmericanReformedChurches)

Introduction

The HeidelbergCatechismwaswritten in Heidelbergat the requesiof Elector Fredericklll, ruler of the
mostinfluential Germanprovince the Palatinatefrom 1559 t01576. ThispiousChristianprince
commissionedachariusursinus,twenty-eight yearof ageand professorof theology athe Heidelberg
University,and CasparOlevianustwenty-six yearsold and Frederick'scourtpreacherto preparea
catechisnfor instructingthe youth andfor guiding pastorsandteachersFrederickobtainedthe adviceand
cooperatiorof the entiretheologicalfaculty in the preparatiorof the CatechismThe HeidelbergCatechism
wasadoptedoy aSynodin Heidelbergand publishedin Germanwith a prefaceby Frederickill, dated
Januaryl9, 1563. Asecondandthird Germanedition,eachwith somesmalladditions,aswell asa Latin
translationwere publishedin Heidelbergin the sameyear.The Catechismwassoondivided intofifty -two
sectionssothat asectionof the Catechisntould be explainedto the churcheseachSunday oftheyear.In
The Netherlandghis HeidelbergCatechismbecamegenerallyandfavorably known almostassoonasit
camefrom the pressmainly throughthe efforts of Petrus Dathenusyho translatedt into the Dutch
languageandaddedthis translationto his Dutch renderingof the GenevarPsalterwhich waspublishedin
1566. Inthe sameyear,PeterGabrielsetthe exampleof explainingthis catechisnto his congregatiorat
Amsterdamin his Sunday afternoosermonsThe National Synodsof the sixteenthcenturyadoptedt as
one of the ThreeFormsof Unity, requiringoffice-bearerdo subscribeo it andministersto explainit to the
churchesTheserequirementsvere stronglyemphasizedby thegreatSynodof Dort in 1618-19. The
HeidelbergCatechismhasbeentranslatednto manylanguagesndis the mostinfluential andthe most
generallyacceptedf the severalcatechism®f Reformationtimes.

1. Q.Whatis your only comfortin life anddeatl?

A. Thatl amnot my own,[1] but belongwith body andsoul,bothin life andin death,[2]to my faithful
SaviourJesugChrist.[3]He hasfully paidfor all my sinswith His preciousblood,andhassetme freefrom
all the powerof the devil.[5] He alsopreservesnein sucha way[6] that withoutthewill of my heavenly
Fathernot a hair canfall from my head;[7]indeed all thingsmustwork togetherfor my salvation.[8]
Therefore by His Holy Spirit He alsoassuresne of eternallife[9] and makesme heartilywilling andready
from now on tolive for Him.[10]

[1] I Cor.6:19,20 [2] Rom.14:7-9. [3] | Cor. 3:23; Tit. 2:14.[4] | Pet.1:18,19; 1 John1:7; 2:2. [5]
John8:34-36; Heb.2:14,15; | John3:8. [6] John6:39,40; 10:27-30; Il Thess3:3; | Pet.1:5.[7] Matt.

10:29-31; Luke21:16-18. [8] Rom.8:28.[9] Rom.8:15,16; Il Cor. 1:21,22; 5:5; Eph.1:13,14. [10]
Rom.8:14.

2. Q.Whatdo you needo know in orderto live anddie in the joy of this comfort?

A. First, how greatmy sinsandmiseryare;[1]secondhow | amdeliveredfrom all my sinsandmisery;[2]
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third, how I amto be thankfulto Godfor suchdeliverance.[3]
[1] Rom.3:9, 10; | John1:10.[2] John17:3; Acts4:12; 10:43.[3] Matt. 5:16; Rom.6:13; Eph.5:8-10; |
Pet.2:9, 10.
3.Q. Fromwheredo you knowyour sinsand misery?
A. Fromthelaw of God.[1]
[1] Rom.3: 20;
4. Q.WhatdoesGod'slaw requireof us? A. Christteachesisthis in a summaryin Matthew?22: You shall
love the LORD your Godwith all your heart,andwith all your soul,andwith all your mind.[1] Thisis the
greatandfirst commandmentAnd a seconds like it, You shalllove your neighbourasyourself.Onthese

two commandmentdependall thelaw andthe prophets.[2]

[1] Deut.6:5.[2] Lev.19:18.

5. Q.Canyou keepall this perfectly?
A. No,[1] | aminclined by natureo hateGod and my neighbour.[2]
[1] Rom.3:10,23; 1 John1:8, 10. [2] Gen.6:5; 8:21; Jer.17:9; Rom.7:23; 8:7; Eph.2:3; Tit. 3:3.

6. Q.Did God,then,createmansowicked and pervers@

A. No, on thecontrary,God creatednangood[1l]andin His image,[2]that is,in truerighteousnesand
holiness,[3]sothat hemight rightly know God His Creator,[4]heartilylove Him, andlive with Him in
eternalblessednes® praiseandglorify Him.[5]

[1] Gen.1:31.[2] Gen.1:26,27.[3] Eph.4:24.[4] Col. 3:10.[5] Ps. 8.

7. Q.Fromwhere,then,did man'sdepravechaturecome?

A. Fromthefall anddisobediencef our first parentsAdam andEve,in Paradise,[1for thereour nature
becameso corrupt[2]that weareall conceivedandbornin sin.[3]

[1] Gen.3.[2] Rom.5:12,18, 19. [3]Ps. 51:5.

8. Q.But arewe so corruptthat wearetotally unableto do anygood andnclinedto all evil?

A. Yes,[1]unless weareregeneratethy theSpirit of God.[2]
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[1] Gen.6:5; 8:21; Job14:4;1s.53:6.[2] John3:3-5.

9. Q.Is God, then,not unjustby requiringin His law what mancannotdo?

A. No, for God so createdmanthat hewasableto do it.[1] But man,at theinstigationof thedevil,[2] in
deliberatedisobedience[3fobbedhimself andall his descendantsf thesegifts.[4]

[1] Gen.1:31.[2] Gen.3:13; John8:44; | Tim.2:13, 14. [3] Gen.3:6. [4] Rom.5:12, 18, 19.

10. Q.Will Godallow suchdisobediencandapostasyo go unpunishe®

A. Certainlynot. He is terribly displeasedvith our original sin aswell asour actualsins.ThereforeHe will
punishthem by gust judgmentboth now andeternally,[1]asHe hasdeclared:[2]Cursedbe everyonewho
doesnot abideby all thingswritten in the book ofthelaw, anddo them (Galatian3:10).

[1] Ex.34:7; Ps. 5:46; 7:10; Nah.1:2; Rom.1:18; 5:12; Eph.5:6; Heb.9:27.[2] Deut.27:26.

11. Q.But is God not alsomerciful?

A. Godis indeedmerciful,[1] but He is alsojust.[2] His justicerequiresthat sincommittedagainsthe most
high majestyof Godalsobe punishedwith the mostseverethat is,with everlastingpunishmenbf body
andsoul.[3]

[1] Ex.20:6; 34:6,7; Ps. 103:89. [2] Ex.20:5; 34:7; Deut.7:9-11; Ps. 5:46; Heb.10:30,31. [3] Matt.
25:45,46.

12. Q.Since,accordingto God'srighteougudgmentwe deservdaemporaland eternalpunishmenthow can
we escapehis punishmentindbe againreceivedinto favour?

A. Goddemandghat Hisjusticebe satisfied.[1]Thereforefull paymentmustbe madeeitherby ourselveor
by another.[2]

[1] Ex.20:5;23:7; Rom.2:1-11. [2] Is. 53:11; Rom.8:3, 4.

13. Q.Canwe ourselvesnakethis paymen®
A. Certainlynot. On the contrary,we daily increaseur debt.[1]

[1] Ps. 130:3;Matt. 6:12; Rom.2:4, 5.

14. Q.Canany merecreaturepay for us?

A. No. In thefirst place,Godwill not punishanothercreaturefor the sin which manhascommitted.[1]
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Furthermoreno merecreaturecansustainthe burdenof God'seternalwrath againstsin anddeliver others
from it.[2]

[1] Ezek.18:4,20; Heb.2:14-18. [2] Ps.130:3;Nah.1:6.

15. Q.Whatkind of mediatoranddeliverermustwe seek?

A. Onewhois a true[1] andrighteous[2]man,andyet morepowerfulthanall creaturesthat is,onewho s
at the sametime true God.[3]

[1] I Cor.15:21;Heb.2:17.[2] 1s.53:9; Il Cor.5:21; Heb.7:26.[3] Is. 7:14; 9:6; Jer. 23:6; John1:1;
Rom.8:3, 4.

16. Q.Why mustHe be a trueandrighteousmarf?

A. He mustbe a true manbecausehe justiceof Godrequiresthat thesamehumannaturewhich hassinned
shouldpay for sin.[1] He mustbe a righteousmanbecaus@newho himself isa sinnercannotpay for
others.[2]

[1] Rom:5:12,15;1 Cor. 15:21;Heb.2:14-16. [2] Heb.7:26,27; | Pet.3:18.

17. Q.Why mustHe at the sametime be true God?

A. He mustbe true God so that by thepowerof His divine nature[1He might bearin His humannaturethe
burdenof God'swrath,[2] and might obtain forus andrestoreto usrighteousnesandlife.[3]

[1] Is.9:5.[2] Deut.4:24; Nah.1:6; Ps. 130:33] Is. 53:5, 11; John3:16; Il Cor. 5:21.

18. Q.But who s that Mediatowho at the sametime is true God anda true andrighteousmarf?

A. OurLord JesuChrist,[1]Jwhom Godmadeour wisdom,our righteousnesandsanctificationand
redemption(l Corinthiansl1:30).

[1] Matt. 1:21-23; Luke2:11;1 Tim. 2:5; 3:16.

19. Q.Fromwheredo you knowthis?

A. Fromthe holy gospelwhich God Himselffirst revealedn Paradise.[1].ater,He hadit proclaimedby
the patriarchs[2]and prophets,[3jandforeshadowedby thesacrificesandotherceremonie®f the law.[4]
Finally, He hadit fulfilled throughHis only Son.[5]

[1] Gen.3:15.[2] Gen.12:3;22:18;49:10.[3] Is. 53; Jer.23:5, 6; Mic. 7:18-20; Acts10:43; Heb.1:1.
[4] Lev.1:7; John5:46; Heb.10:1-10. [5] Rom.10:4; Gal. 4:4,5; Col. 2:17.
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20. Q.Are all men,then,savedby Christjust asthey perishedthroughAdamn?
A. No. Only thosearesavedwho by atruefaith aregraftedinto Christandaccepiall His benefits.[1]

[1] Matt. 7:14; John1:12; 3:16, 18, 36;Rom.11:16-21.

21. Q.Whatis truefaith?

A. Truefaith is a sureknowledgewherebyl acceptastrueall that Godhasrevealedto usin His Word.[1]
At the sametime it is a firm confidence[2}that notonly to others,but alsoto me,[3] God hasgranted
forgivenesf sins,everlastingrighteousnessand salvation,[4]out of meregrace,only for the sakeof
Christ'smerits.[5] This faith the Holy Spirit worksin my heartby thegospel.[6]

[1] John17:3,17; Heb.11:1-3; Jame<2:19.[2] Rom.4:18-21; 5:1; 10:10; Heb.4:16.[3] Gal. 2:20.[4]

Rom.1:17; Heb.10:10.[5] Rom.3:2026; Gal. 2:16;Eph.2:8-10. [6] Acts16:14; Rom.1:16; 10:17;1 Cor.
1:21.

22. Q.What,then,musta Christianbelieve?

A. All that ispromisedusin the gospel,[1]which the articlesof our catholicand undoubtedChristianfaith
teachusin a summary.

[1] Matt. 28:19; John20:30, 31.

23. Q.Whatarethesearticles?

A. lll.1.1 believein Godthe Fatheralmighty,lll.1. Creatorof heavenandearth.lll.2.l believein Jesus
Christ, l11.2.His only begottenSon,our Lord; I11.3.He wasconceiveddy theHoly Spirit, I11.3.born of the
virgin Mary; lll.4.sufferedunderPontiusPilate,lll.4.was crucified,dead,andburied;111.4.He descended
into hell; 111.5.0n the third day He arosefrom the dead;lll.6.He ascendedhto heaven]ll.6.and sits at the
right handlll.6.of Godthe Fatheralmighty; Ill.7.from thereHe will cometo judgelll.7.the living andthe
dead.lll.8.1 believein theHoly Spirit; I11.9.1 believea holy catholicChristianchurch,l1.9.the communion
of saints;lll.10.the forgivenesof sins;lll.11.theresurrectiorof the body; Ill.12.andthelife everlasting.

24. Q.How arethesearticlesdivided?

A. Into threeparts:thefirst is aboutGodthe Fatherand our creation;the secondaboutGodthe Sonandour
redemptionthe third aboutGodthe Holy Spirit and our sanctification.

25. Q.Sincethereis only one God,[1] why do you spealof threepersonsFather,Son,andHoly Spirit?

A. BecausdésodhassorevealedHimselfin His Word[2] that theseéhreedistinct personsarethe one,true,
eternalGod.
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[1] Deut.6:4; Is. 44:6; 45:5;1 Cor. 8:4, 6. [2] Gen.1:2, 3; 1s.61:1; 63:8-10; Matt. 3:16,17; 28:18,19;
Luke4:18; John14:26; 15:26; 11 Cor. 13:14; Gal. 4:6; Tit. 3:5, 6. Godthe Fatherand OurCreation

26. Q.Whatdo you believevhenyou say:l believein Godthe Fatheralmighty, Creatorof heavenand
eartt?

A. Thatthe eternalFatherof our Lord JesusChrist, who out of nothingcreatecheavenand earthandall that
is in them,[1]andwho still upholdsandgovernsthem by Hiseternalcounseland providence,[2]s, for the
sakeof ChristHis Son,my Godandmy Father.[3]In Him | trustso completelyasto haveno doubtthat He
will providemewith all thingsnecessaryor body andsoul,[4] andwill alsoturnto my good whatever
adversityHe sendamein this life of sorrow.[5]He is ableto do soasalmighty God,[6] andwilling alsoasa
faithful Father.[7]

[1] Gen.1 and 2;Ex.20:11;Job 38 and 39;Ps. 33:6;Is. 44:24; Acts4:24; 14:15.[2] Ps. 104:2730; Matt.

6:30; 10:29; Eph.1:11.[3] John1:12,13; Rom.8:15, 16; Gal. 4:4-7; Eph.1:5. [4] Ps. 55:22;Matt. 6:25,
26; Luke12:22-31. [5] Rom.8:28.[6] Gen.18:14;Rom.8:31-39. [7] Matt. 6:32,33; 7:9-11.

27. Q.Whatdo you understandy theprovidenceof God?

A. God'sprovidenceis His almightyandeverpresentpower,[1]whereby,aswith His hand,He still upholds
heavenandearthandall creatures,[2hndso governsthem that leafind blade,rain anddrought,fruitful and
barrenyears food anddrink, healthandsicknessrichesandpoverty,[3]indeed all things,comenot by
chance[4]but by His fatherly hand.[5]

[1] Jer.23:23,24; Acts17:24-28. [2] Heb.1:3.[3] Jer.5:24; Acts14:1517; John9:3; Prov. 22:2.[4]
Prov. 16:33.[5] Matt. 10:29.

28. Q.Whatdoesit benefitusto know that Godhascreatedall thingsandstill upholdsthem by His
providencé

A. We canbe patientin adversity,[1]thankfulin prosperity,[2]Jandwith a view to the future we canhavea
firm confidencein our faithful GodandFatherthat no creaturshall separateis from His love;[3] for all

creaturesareso completelyin His handthat withoutHis will they cannotso muchasmove.[4]

[1] Job.1:21,22; Ps. 39:10;Jamesl:3. [2] Deut.8:10; | Thess5:18.[3] Ps. 55:22;Rom.5:3-5; 8:38, 39.
[4] Job1:12; 2:6; Prov. 21:1; Acts17:24-28.

29. Q.Why is the Sonof God calledJesusthat is,Saviouf?

A. BecausdHe saveausfrom all our sins,[1]andbecausesalvationis not to be soughtor foundin anyone
else.[2]

[1] Matt. 1:21; Heb.7:25.[2] Is. 43:11;John15:4,5; Acts4:11,12; 1 Tim. 2:5.
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30. Q.Do thosebelievein the only SaviourJesusvho seektheir salvationandwell-beingfrom saints,in
themselvespr anywhereelse&

A. No. Thoughtheyboastof Him in words,theyin factdenythe only SaviourJesus.[1For one of two
things mustbe true: eitherJesuss not a completeSaviour,or thosewho by truefaith accepthis Saviour
mustfind in Him all that isnecessaryor their salvation.[2]

[1] I Cor. 1:12,13; Gal. 5:4.[2] Col. 1:19, 20; 2:10; | John1:7.

31. Q.Why is He called Christ, that is,Anointed?

A. BecauseHe hasbeenordainedoy Godthe Fatherandanointedwith the Holy Spirit,[1] to be our chief
Prophetand Teacher,[2who hasfully revealedo usthe secretcounselandwill of God concerningour
redemption;[3Jour only High Priest,[4]Jwho by theonesacrificeof His body hagedeemedis,[5]andwho
continuallyintercededor us beforethe Father;[6]and our eternalKing,[7] who governsus by His Word and
Spirit, andwho defendsand preservesisin the redemptiorobtainedfor us.[8]

[1] Ps. 45:7(Heb.1:9); Is. 61:1 (Luke4:18; Luke3:21, 22. [2] Deut. 18:15 (Acts3:22).[3] John1:18;
15:15.[4] Ps. 110:4(Heb.7:17).[5] Heb.9:12; 10:11-14. [6] Rom.8:34; Heb.9:24; 1 John2:1. [7] Zach.
9:9 (Matt. 21:5); Luke 1:33. [8] Matt. 28:18-20; John10:28; Rev.12:10,11.

32. Q.Why areyou calleda Christiar?

A. Becausd ama memberof Christ by faith[1] andthussharein His anointing,[2]sothat | may asprophet
confessHis Name,[3]aspriestpresentmyselfa living sacrificeof thankfulnesso Him,[4] andasking fight
with a freeandgood consciencagainstsin andthedevil in this life,[5] and hereaftereignwith Him
eternallyoverall creatures.[6]

[1] I Cor.12:12-27. [2] Joel2:28 (Acts2:17); 1 John2:27.[3] Matt. 10:32; Rom10:9, 10; Heb.13:15.[4]
Rom.12:1;1 Pet.2:5, 9. [5] Gal. 5:16,17; Eph.6:11; 1 Tim.1:18, 19. [6] Matt. 25:34; 1l Tim.2:12.

33. Q.Why is He called God'sonly begottenSon,sincewe alsoarechildrenof God?

A. BecauseChristaloneis the eternal,naturalSonof God.[1] We, however,arechildrenof God by
adoption, througlyrace for Christ'ssake.[2]

[1] John1:1-3, 14, 18;3:16; Rom.8:32; Heb.1; | John4:9.[2] John1:12; Rom.8:14-17; Gal. 4:6; Eph.
1:5, 6.
34. Q.Why do you callHim our Lord?

A. BecauseHe hasransomedus, body andsoul,[1] from all our sins,not with silver or gold but with His
preciousblood,[2] and hasfreedus from all the powerof the devil to makeus His own possession.[3]

[1] I Cor.6:20;1 Tim.2:5, 6. [2] | Peter1:18,19. [3] Col. 1:13, 14; Heb.2:14, 15.
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35. Q.Whatdo you confessrhenyou say:He wasconceiveddy theHoly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary?

A. TheeternalSonof God,who is andremainstrue andeternalGod,[1] took upon Himselftrue human
naturefrom the flesh andblood of the virgin Mary,[2] throughthe working of the Holy Spirit.[3] Thus Hels
alsothetrue seedof David,[4] andlike His brothersin everyrespect,[Syet withoutsin.[6]

[1] John1:1; 10:30-36; Rom.1:3; 9:5; Col. 1:15-17; | John5:20.[2] Matt. 1:18-23; John1:14; Gal. 4:4;
Heb.2:14.[3] Luke1:35.[4] Il Sam.7:12-16; Ps. 132:11;Matt. 1:1; Luke1:32; Rom.1:3. [5] Phil. 2:7;
Heb.2:17.[6] Heb.4:15; 7:26, 27.

36. Q.Whatbenefitdo you receivdrom the holy conceptionandbirth of Christ?

A. Heis our Mediator,[1]andwith His innocenceand perfectholinesscovers,in the sight of God, my sin,
in which | wasconceivedandborn.[2]

[1] I Tim.2:5, 6; Heb.9:13-15. [2] Rom.8:3, 4; Il Cor.5:21; Gal. 4:4,5; | Pet.1:18, 19.

37. Q.Whatdo you confessvhenyou saythat Hesuffere®

A. During all thetime He lived on earthbut especiallyat the end, Christborein body andsoulthe wrath of
God againstthe sin of the whole humanrace.[1] Thus, by Hissuffering,asthe only atoning sacrifice,[2He
hasredeemeaur body andsoulfrom everlastingdamnation,[3Jand obtainedfor us the graceof God,
righteousnessandeternallife.[4]

[1] 1s.53;1 Tim.2:6; | Pet.2:24; 3:18.[2] Rom.3:25;1 Cor.5:7; Eph.5:2; Heb.10:14;1 John2:2; 4:10.
[3] Rom.8:1-4; Gal. 3:13;Col. 1:13; Heb.9:12; | Pet1:18,19. [4] John3:16; Rom.3:24-26; Il Cor.
5:21; Heb.9:15.

38. Q.Why did He sufferunderPontiusPilateasjudge?

A. Thoughinnocent,Christwascondemnedy anearthlyjudge,[1]andso He freedus from the severe
judgmentof Godthat wago fall on us.[2]

[1] Luke23:13-24; John19:4,12-16. [2] Is. 53:4,5; Il Cor.5:21; Gal. 3:13.

39. Q.Doesit havea specialmeaningthat Christwascrucifiedanddid not die in a differentway? A. Yes.
Therebyl amassuredhat Hetook upon Himselfthe cursewhich lay on me,for a crucifiedonewascursed
by God.[1]

[1] Deut.21:23; Gal. 3:13.

40. Q.Why wasit necessaryor Christto humble Himsellevenunto deatt?
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A. Becauseof thejusticeandtruth of God[1] satisfactiorfor our sinscould be madein no othemway than
by thedeathof the Sonof God.[2]

[1] Gen.2:17.[2] Rom.8:3; Phil. 2:8; Heb.2:9, 14, 15.

41. Q.Why washe buried?
A. His burial testifiedthat Hehadreally died.[1]

[1] Is.53:9;J0hn19:38-42; Acts13:29;1 Cor. 15:3,4.

42. Q.SinceChrist hasdiedfor us,why do westill haveto die?
A. Ourdeathis not a paymentfor our sins,but it putsan endto sin andis an entrancanto eternallife.[1]

[1] John5:24; Phil. 1:21-23; | Thess5:9, 10.

43. Q.Whatfurtherbenefitdo wereceivefrom Christ'ssacrificeanddeathon thecros®

A. ThroughChrist'sdeathour old natureis crucified, put to death,andburiedwith Him,[1] sothat theevil
desiresof the flesh mayno longerreignin us,[2] but that wemay offer ourselvego Him asa sacrificeof
thankfulness.[3]

[1] Rom.6:5-11; Col. 2:11, 12. [2] Rom.6:12-14. [3] Rom.12:1; Eph.5:1, 2.

44. Q.Why is thereadded:He descendedhto hell?

A. In my greatessorrowsandtemptationd may be assurecand comfortedthat myLord JesusChrist, by
His unspeakabl@anguish pain, terror,andagony,which He enduredhroughoutall His sufferings[1]but
especiallyon thecross hasdeliveredme from the anguishandtormentof hell.[2]

[1] Ps. 18:5,6; 116:3; Matt. 26:36-46; 27:45,46; Heb.5:7-10. [2] Is. 53.

45. Q.How doesChrist'sresurrectiorbenefitus?

A. First, by His resurrectiorHe hasovercomedeath,so that Hecould makeus sharein therighteousness
which He hadobtainedfor us by His death.[1]Secondby His powerwe too areraisedup toa newlife.[2]
Third, Christ'sresurrections to us a surepledgeof our gloriousresurrection.[3]

[1] Rom.4:25; 1 Cor. 15:16-20; | Pet.1:3-5. [2] Rom.6:5-11; Eph.2:4-6; Col. 3:1-4. [3] Rom.8:11; |
Cor. 15:12-23; Phil. 3:20, 21.

46. Q.Whatdo you confeswvhenyou say,He ascendedhto heaver?
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A. ThatChrist, beforethe eyesof His disciples, wasakenup fromthe earthinto heaven,[1jandthat Heis
therefor our benefit[2] until He comesagainto judgetheliving andthe dead.[3]

[1] Mark 16:19; Luke24:50,51; Acts1:9-11. [2] Rom.8:34; Heb.4:14; 7:23-25; 9:24.[3] Matt. 24:30;
Acts1:11.

47. Q.Is Christ, then,not with us until the endof theworld, asHe haspromisedus?[1] A. Christis true
manandtrue God. With respecto His humannatureHe is no longeron earth,[2]out with respecto His
divinity, majesty,grace,and Spirit He is neverabsenfrom us.[3]

[1] Matt. 28:20.[2] Matt. 26:11;John16:28;17:11; Acts3:19-21; Heb.8:4. [3] Matt. 28:18-20; John
14:16-19; 16:13.

48. Q.But arethetwo naturesn Christ not separatedrom eachotherif His humannatureis not present
whereverHis divinity is?

A. Not atall, for His divinity hasno limits andis presentverywhere.[1]Soit mustfollow that Hisdivinity
is indeedbeyondthe humannaturewhich He hastakenon andneverthelesss within this humannatureand
remainspersonallyunited withit.[2]

[1] Jer.23:23,24; Acts7:48, 49. [2] John1:14; 3:13; Col. 2:9.

49. Q.How doesChrist'sascensionnto heaverbenefitus?

A. First, He is our Advocatein heaverbeforeHis Father.[1]Secondwe haveour fleshin heavemasa sure
pledgethat He,our Head,will alsotakeus,His membersup toHimself.[2] Third, He sendsus His Spirit as
a counterpledge,[3]by whosepowerwe seekthe thingsthat areabove whereChristis, seatedat the right
handof God,andnot thethingsthat areon earth.[4]

[1] Rom.8:34; 1 John2:1.[2] John14:2; 17:24; Eph.2:4-6. [3] John14:16; Acts2:33; Il Cor. 1:21, 22;
5:5.[4] Col. 3:1-4.
50. Q.Why is it added ,And sits at theright handof God?

A. Christascendedhto heavento manifestHimself thereasHeadof His Church,[1]throughwhom the
Fathergovernsall things.[2]

[1] Eph.1:20-23; Col. 1:18.[2] Matt. 28:18; John5:22, 23.

51. Q.How doestheglory of Christ, our Head,benefitus? A. First, by His Holy Spirit He poursout
heavenlygifts upon usHis members.[1]Secondpy His powerHe defendsand preservesis againstall
enemies.[2]
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[1] Acts2:33; Eph.4:7-12. [2] Ps. 2:9;110:1,2; John10:27-30; Rev.19:11-16.

52. Q.Whatcomfortis it to you that Chriswill cometo judgetheliving andthe dea®

A. In all my sorrowandpersecution lift up myheadandeagerlyawaitasjudgefrom heaverthevery same
personwho beforehassubmittedHimself to the judgmentof Godfor my sake,andhasremovedall the
cursefrom me.[1] He will castall His andmy enemiesnto everlastingcondemnationbut He will takeme
andall His chosermonesto Himself into heavenlyjoy andglory.[2]

[1] Luke?21:28; Rom.8:22-25; Phil. 3:20,21;Tit. 2:13, 14. [2] Matt. 25:31-46; | Thess4:16,17; Il Thess.
1:6-10.

53. Q.Whatdo you believeconcerningthe Holy Spirit?

A. First, He s, togethemwith the Fatherandthe Son,trueandeternalGod.[1] SecondHe is alsogivento
me,[2] to makeme by truefaith sharein Christandall His benefits,[3]to comfortme,[4] andto remainwith
me forever.[5]

[1] Gen.1:1, 2; Matt. 28:19; Acts5:3, 4; | Cor. 3:16.[2] | Cor.6:19; 1l Cor. 1:21,22; Gal. 4:6; Eph.
1:13.[3] Gal. 3:14;1 Pet.1:2.[4] John15:26; Acts9:31.[5] John14:16,17; | Pet.4:14.

54. Q.Whatdo you believeconcerningthe holy catholicChristianchurct?

A. | believethat theSonof God,[1] out of thewhole humanrace,[2]from the beginning oftheworld to its
end,[3]gathersdefendsand preservegor Himself, [4] by His Spirit andWord,[5] in the unity of thetrue
faith,[6] a churchchoserto everlastingife.[7] And | believethat | am[8] andforevershallremaina living
memberof it.[9]

[1] John10:11; Acts20:28; Eph.4:11-13; Col. 1:18.[2] Gen.26:4; Rev.5:9.[3] Is.59:21;1 Cor. 11:26.
[4] Ps. 129:15; Matt. 16:18; John10:28-30. [5] Rom.1:16; 10:14-17; Eph.5:26. [6] Acts2:42-47; Eph.
4:1-6. [7] Rom.8:29; Eph.1:3-14. [8] | John3:14,19-21. [9] Ps. 23:6;John10:27,28; | Cor. 1:4-9; |
Pet.1:3-5.

55. Q.Whatdo you understandy thecommunionof saint®

A. First, that believersall andeveryoneasmemberof Christhavecommunionwith Him andsharein all
His treasuresindgifts.[1] Secondthat everyoneés duty-bound tousehis gifts readily and cheerfullyfor the
benefitandwell-being of the othermembers.[2]

[1] Rom.8:32;1 Cor.6:17;12:4-7, 12, 13;1 John1:3.[2] Rom.12:4-8; | Cor. 12:20-27; 13:1-7; Phil.
2:4-8.

56. Q.Whatdo you believeconcerningthe forgivenesof sins?
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A. | believethat God becausef Christ'ssatisfactionwill no moreremembemy sins,[1]nor my sinful
nature,againstwhich | haveto struggleall my life,[2] but He will graciouslygrantmethe righteousnessf
Christ, that | may nevercomeinto condemnation.[3]

[1] Ps. 103:34, 10, 12;Mic. 7:18,19; Il Cor.5:18-21; 1 Johnl1:7; 2:2.[2] Rom.7:21-25. [3] John3:17,
18; 5:24; Rom.8:1, 2.
57. Q.Whatcomfortdoestheresurrectiorof the body offeryou?

A. Not only shallmy soulafterthis life immediatelybe takenup to Christ, my Head,[1]but alsothis my
flesh, raisedby thepowerof Christ, shall be reunitedwith my soulandmadelike Christ'sgloriousbody.[2]

[1] Luke16:22;23:43;Phil. 1:21-23. [2] Job 19:25,26; | Cor. 15:20,42-46, 54;Phil. 3:21; | John3:2.

58. Q.Whatcomfortdo you receivdrom the articleaboutthelife everlastin@

A. Sincel now alreadyfeelin my heartthe beginning ofeternaljoy, [1] | shall afterthis life possesperfect
blessednessuchasno eyehasseennor earheard,nor the heartof manconceived- a blessedness which
to praiseGodforever.[2]

[1] John17:3; Rom.14:17;1l Cor.5:2, 3. [2] John17:24;1 Cor. 2:9.

59. Q.But whatdoesit helpyou nowthat you believall this?
A. In Christl amrighteousbeforeGodandheirto life everlasting.[1]

[1] Hab.2:4; John3:36; Rom.1:17; 5:1, 2.

60. Q.How areyou righteouseforeGod?

A. Only by truefaith in JesugChrist.[1] Although my conscienceccusesnethat | havegrievouslysinned
againstall God'scommandmentdjaveneverkeptany of them,[2]landam still inclinedto all evil,[3] yet
God, without any merit of my own,[4] out of meregrace,[5]imputesto me the perfectsatisfaction,
righteousnessandholinessof Christ.[6] He grantstheseto me asif | hadneverhadnor committedany sin,
andasif | myselfhadaccomplisheall the obediencavhich Christhasrenderedor me,[7]if only | accept
this gift with a believingheart.[8]

[1] Rom.3:21-28; Gal. 2:16;Eph.2:8, 9; Phil. 3:8-11. [2] Rom.3:9, 10. [3] Rom.7:23.[4] Deut.9:6;
Ezek.36:22; Tit. 3:4, 5. [5] Rom.3:24; Eph.2:8.[6] Rom.4:3-5; Il Cor.5:17-19; | John2:1, 2. [7] Rom.
4:24,25; 1l Cor.5:21.[8] John3:18; Acts16:30,31; Rom.3:22.

61. Q.Why do you saythat you areighteousonly by faith?

A. Not that lamacceptabléo God on accounbf the worthinessof my faith, for only the satisfaction,
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righteousnessandholinessof Christis my righteousnesbeforeGod.[1]| canreceivethis righteousness
and makeit mine myown by faith only.[2]

[1] | Cor.1:30,31; 2:2. [2] Rom.10:10; 1 John5:10-12.

62. Q.But why canour good worksnot be our righteousnesbeforeGod, or at leasta partof it?

A. Becausdherighteousness/hich canstandbeforeGod'sjudgmentmustbe absolutelyperfectandin
completeagreementvith the law of God,[1] whereasvenour bestworksin this life areall imperfectand
defiled with sin.[2]

[1] Deut.27:26; Gal. 3:10.[2] Is. 64:6.

63. Q.But do ourgood worksearnnothing,eventhoughGod promisego rewardthem inthis life andthe
next?

A. Thisrewardis not earned[1];t is a gift of grace.[2]

[1] Matt. 5:12; Heb.11:6.[2] Luke17:10;1l Tim.4:7, 8.

64. Q.Doesthis teachingnot makepeoplecarelesandwicked?

A. No. It isimpossiblethat thosegraftedinto Christ by truefaith shouldnot bring forth fruits of
thankfulness.[1]

[1] Matt. 7:18; Luke6:43-45; John15:5.

65. Q.Sincethenfaith alonemakesus sharein Christandall His benefitswheredoesthis faith come
from?

A. FromtheHoly Spirit,[1] who worksit in our heartsby thepreachingof the gospel,[2]and strengtheng
by theuseof the sacraments.[3]

[1] John3:5; 1 Cor. 2:10-14; Eph.2:8; Phil. 1:29.[2] Rom.10:17;1 Pet.1:23-25. [3] Matt. 28:19, 20; |
Cor. 10:16.

66. Q.Whatarethe sacrament3

A. Thesacramentareholy, visible signsandseals.Theywereinstitutedby Godsothat by theiruseHe
might the morefully declareandsealto usthe promiseof the gospel.[1]JAnd this is the promise: that God
graciouslygrantsus forgivenesof sinsandeverlastingife becausef the onesacrificeof Christ
accomplishean thecross.[2]

[1] Gen.17:11; Deut.30:6; Rom.4:11 [2] Matt. 26:27,28; Acts2:38; Heb.10:10.
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67. Q.Are boththe Word andthe sacramentshenintendedto focusour faith on thesacrificeof Jesus
Christ on thecrossasthe only groundof our salvatior?

A. Yes,indeed.TheHoly Spirit teachesisin the gospelandassuress by thesacramentshat ourentire
salvationrestson Christ'sone sacrificefor us on thecross.[1]

[1] Rom.6:3; | Cor. 11:26; Gal. 3:27.

68. Q.How manysacramenttiasChristinstitutedin the new covenar®
A. Two: holy baptismandthe holy supper.[1]

[1] Matt. 28:19,20; | Cor. 11:23-26. Holy Baptism

69. Q.How doesholy baptismsignify andsealto you that theone sacrificeof Christon thecrossbenefits
you?

A. In thisway: Christinstitutedthis outwardwashing[1]andwith it gavethe promisethat, assurelyas
waterwashesawaythedirt from the body, socertainlyHis blood and Spirit washawaythe impurity of my
soul,that is,all my sins.[2]

[1] Matt. 28:19.[2] Matt. 3:11; Mark 16:16; John1:33; Acts2:38; Rom.6:3, 4; | Pet.3:21.

70. Q.Whatdoesit meanto be washedwith Christ'sblood and Spirit?

A. To be washedwith Christ'sblood meando receiveforgivenesf sinsfrom God, throughgrace because
of Christ'sblood, pouredout for usin His sacrificeon thecross.[1]To be washedwith His Spirit meando
be renewedby theHoly Spirit andsanctifiedto be membersf Christ, sothat moreandmorewe become
deadto sin andleada holy andblamelesdife.[2]

[1] Ez. 36:25;Zech.13:1; Eph.1:7; Heb.12:24;1 Pet.1:2; Rev.1:5; 7:14.[2] John3:5-8; Rom.6:4; |
Cor.6:11; Col. 2:11,12.

71. Q.WherehasChrist promisedthat Hewill washuswith His blood and Spirit assurelyaswe are
washedwith the waterof baptisn?

A. In theinstitutionof baptismwhereHe says: Gahereforeand makedisciplesof all nations,baptizing
them inthe nameof the Fatherand of the Sonandof the Holy Spirit (Matthew28:19).He who believesand
is baptizedwill be savedbut he who doesnot believewill be condemnedMark 16:16).This promiseis
repeatedvhereScripturecalls baptismthe washingof regeneratiomndthe washingawayof sins(Titus 3:5;
Acts 22:16).

72. Q.Doesthis outwardwashingwith wateritself washawaysins?
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A. No, only the blood of JesusChristandthe Holy Spirit cleanseus from all sins.[1]

[1] Matt. 3:11;1 Pet.3:21;1 John1:7.

73. Q.Why thendoesthe Holy Spirit call baptismthe washingof regeneratiorandthe washingaway of
sins?

A. Godspeaksn this way for a good reasortie wantsto teachus that theblood and Spirit of Christ
removeour sinsjust aswatertakesawaydirt from the body.[1] But, evenmoreimportant,He wantsto
assureaus by thisdivine pledgeandsignthat weareastruly cleansedrom our sinsspiritually aswe are
bodily washedwith water.[2]

[1] I Cor.6:11; Rev.1:5; 7:14.[2] Mark 16:16; Acts2:38; Rom.6:3, 4; Gal. 3:27.

74. Q.Shouldinfants,too, be baptize®

A. Yes.Infantsaswell asadultsbelongto God'scovenantandcongregation.[1JThroughChrist'sblood the
redemptionfrom sin andthe Holy Spirit, who works faith, arepromisedto them no less thato adults.[2]
Therefore by baptismassignof the covenantthey mustbe graftedinto the Christianchurchand
distinguishedrom the childrenof unbelievers.[3]This wasdonein the old covenanby circumcision,[4]in
placeof which baptismwasinstitutedin the newcovenant.[5]

[1] Gen.17:7; Matt. 19:14.[2] Ps. 22:11;ls. 44:1-3; Acts2:38, 39; 16:31.[3] Acts10:47;1 Cor. 7:14.[4]
Gen.17:9-14. [5] Col. 2: 11-13.

75. Q.How doesthe Lord's Suppersignify andsealto you that you share Christ'sonesacrificeon the
crossandin all His gifts?

A. In this way: Christhascommandedne andall believergo eatof this brokenbreadanddrink of this cup
in remembrancef Him. With this commandHe gavethesepromises:[1]First, assurelyas| seewith my
eyesthe breadof the Lord brokenfor me andthe cup givento me, so surelywasHis body offeredfor me
andHis blood pouredout for me on thecross.Secondassurelyas| receivefrom the handof the minister
andtastewith my mouththe breadandthe cup of the Lord assuresignsof Christ'sbody andblood, so
surely doesHe Himself nourish andefreshmy soulto everlastingife with His crucifiedbody andshed
blood.

[1] Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke22:19,20; | Cor. 11:23-25.

76. Q.Whatdoesit meanto eatthe crucifiedbody of Christandto drink His shedblood?

A. First, to acceptwith a believingheartall the sufferingandthe deathof Christ,andso receiveforgiveness
of sinsandlife eternal.[1]Second}o be united moreandmoreto His sacredbody throughthe Holy Spirit,
who lives bothin Christandin us.[2] Therefore although Christs in heaven[3fandwe areon earthyetwe
areflesh of His flesh andboneof His bones,[4Jandwe foreverlive andaregovernedoy oneSpirit, asthe
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membersof our body areby onesoul.[5]

[1] John6:35, 40, 5054. [2] John6:55,56; | Cor. 12:13.[3] Acts1:9-11; 3:21; 1 Cor. 11:26; Col. 3:1.
[4] | Cor.6:15,17; Eph.5:29, 30; | John4:13.[5] John6:56-58; 15:1-6; Eph.4:15, 16; | John3:24.

77. Q.WherehasChrist promisedthat Hewill nourish andefreshbelieverswith His body andblood as
surely asthey eatof this brokenbreadanddrink of this cup?

A. In theinstitutionof the Lord's supper:The Lord Jesuson thenightwhenHe wasbetrayedook bread,
andwhenHe hadgiventhanks,He brokeit andsaid,"This is my body whichis for you. Dothisin
remembrancef me." In the sameway alsothe cup, after suppersaying,"Do this, asoftenasyou drinkit,
in remembrancef me." For asoftenasyou eatthis breadanddrink the cup, you proclaimthe Lord's death
until He comeg(l Corinthiansl1:2326). This promiseis repeatedy Paulwherehe says: Thecup of
blessingwhich we bless, igt not a participationin the blood of Christ? The breadwhich we break,is it not
a participationin the body of Christ? Becausedhereis onebread,we who aremanyareonebody, forwe all
partakeof theonebread(l Corinthians10:16,17).

78. Q.Are thenthe breadandwine changednto therealbody andblood of Christ?

A. No. Justasthe waterof baptismis not changednto the blood of Christandis not the washingaway of
sinsitself butis simply God'ssignandpledge,[1]so alsothe breadin the Lord's supperdoesnot becomethe
body of Christitself,[2] although itis called Christ'sbody[3] in keepingwith the natureand usageof
sacraments.[4]

[1] Eph.5:26; Tit. 3:5. [2] Matt. 26:26-29. [3] | Cor.10:16,17; 11:26-28. [4] Gen.17:10,11; Ex.12:11,
13; 1 Cor. 10:3,4; | Pet.3:21.

79. Q.Why thendoesChrist call the breadHis body andthe cup His blood, or the new covenanin His
blood, andwhy doesPaulspeakof a participationin the body andblood of Christ?

A. Christspeaksn this way for a good reasonHe wantsto teachus by His supperthat asbreadandwine
sustainusin this temporallife, so His crucifiedbody andshedblood aretruefood anddrink for our soulsto
eternallife.[1] But, evenmoreimportant,He wantsto assureus by thisvisible signandpledge first, that
throughthe working of the Holy Spirit we sharein His true body andblood assurelyaswe receivewith our
mouththeseholy signsin remembrancef Him,[2] and,secondthat all Hissufferingandobediencareas
certainlyoursasif we personallyhad sufferedand paidfor our sins.[3]

[1] John6:51,55. [2] | Cor. 10:16,17; 11:26.[3] Rom.6:5-11.

80. Q.Whatdifferenceis therebetweerthe Lord's supperandthe papalmass?

A. The Lord's suppettestifiesto us, first, that wehavecompleteforgivenessof all our sinsthroughthe one
sacrificeof JesusChrist, which He Himself accomplishe@n thecrossoncefor all;[1] and,secondthat
throughthe Holy Spirit we aregraftedinto Christ,[2] who with His truebody isnow in heavemat theright
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handof the Father,[3]andthis is whereHe wantsto be worshipped.[4]But the mass teacheéiyst, that the
living andthe deaddo nothaveforgivenessof sinsthroughthe sufferingof Christunless Has still offered
for them daily by thepriests;and,secondthat Christis bodily presenin the form of breadandwine, and
thereis to be worshippedThereforethe mass ighasicallynothingbut a denial of the one sacrificeand
sufferingof JesusChrist,andanaccurseddolatry.

[1] Matt. 26:28;John19:30; Heb.7:27;9:12, 25, 26;10:10-18. [2] | Cor. 6:17;10:16,17. [3] Joh.20:17;
Acts7:55,56; Heb.1:3; 8:1. [4] John4:21-24; Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:1; | Thess1:10.

81. Q.Who areto cometo thetable of the Lord?

A. Thosewho aretruly displeasedvith themselvedbecausef their sinsandyet trustthat thesareforgiven
them andhat theirremainingweaknesss coveredby thesufferingand deathof Christ,andwho alsodesire
moreandmoreto strengthertheir faith andamendtheir life. But hypocritesandthosewho do notrepenteat
anddrink judgmentupon themselves.[1]

[1] I Cor.10:19-22; 11:26-32.

82. Q.Are thosealsoto be admittedto the Lord's suppermnwho by theirconfessiorandlife showthat theyare
unbelievingandungodly?

A. No, for thenthe covenanbf Godwould beprofanedandHis wrathkindled againsthe whole
congregation.[1]Therefore,accordingto the commandof ChristandHis apostlesthe Christianchurchis
duty-bound toexcludesuchpersondy thekeysof the kingdomof heavenuntil theyamendtheir lives.

[1] Ps. 50:16;ls.1:11-17; | Cor. 11:17-34.

83. Q.Whatarethe keysof the kingdomof heaver?

A. Thepreachingof the holy gospelandchurchdiscipline.By thesetwo thekingdomof heavens opened
to believersandclosedto unbelievers.[1]

[1] Matt. 16:19;John20:21-23.

84. Q.How is the kingdomof heavenopenedandclosedby thepreachingof the gospe?

A. Accordingto the commandof Christ, the kingdomof heavens openedwhenit is proclaimedand
publicly testifiedto eachandeverybelieverthat Godhasreally forgiven all their sinsfor the sakeof Christ's
merits, asoftenasthey by truefaith accepthe promiseof the gospel.Thekingdomof heavenis closed
whenit is proclaimedandtestifiedto all unbelieverandhypocritesthat thewrath of Godandeternal
condemnatiomeston them adong asthey do notrepent. Accordingto this testimonyof the gospel,God

will judgebothin this life andin thelife to come.[1]

[1] Matt. 16:19; John3:31-36; 20:21-23.
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85. Q.How is thekingdomof heavenclosedand openedoy churchdiscipline?

A. Accordingto the commandof Christ, peoplewho call themselvehristiansbut showthemselvedo be
unchristianin doctrineor life arefirst repeatedlyadmonishedn a brotherlymannerlf theydo notgive up
their errorsor wickednessthey arereportedto the church,that is,to the elders.If theydo notheedalso
their admonitionsthey areforbiddenthe useof the sacramentsandthey areexcludedby theeldersfrom
the Christiancongregationandby GodHimself from the kingdomof Christ.[1] Theyareagainreceivedas
memberf Christandof the churchwhenthey promiseandshowrealamendment.[2]

[1] Matt. 18:15-20; | Cor. 5:3-5; 11-13; Il Thess3:14,15. [2] Luke15:20-24; Il Cor. 2:6-11.

86. Q.Sincewe havebeendeliveredfrom our miseryby gracealonethroughChrist, without any merit of
our own, why mustwe yetdo good work8

A. BecauseChrist, havingredeemedis by His blood, alsorenewsus by His Holy Spirit to be His image,so
that with our whole life we may showourselveghankfulto God for His benefits,[1]JandHe may be praised
by us.[2]Further,that weourselvesanay be assuredf our faith by its fruits,[3] andthat by ourgodly walk
of life we maywin our neighbourdor Christ.[4]

[1] Rom.6:13;12:1,2; | Pet.2:5-10. [2] Matt. 5:16; | Cor. 6:19, 20. [3] Matt. 7:17,18; Gal. 5:2224; I
Pet.1:10,11. [4] Matt. 5:14-16; Rom.14:17-19; | Pet.2:12; 3:1, 2.
87. Q.Canthosebe savedwho do notturnto Godfrom their ungratefulandimpenitentwalk of life ?

A. By no meansScripturesaysthat no unchastgerson,jdolater,adultererthief, greedypersondrunkard,
slandererrobber,or the like shallinheritthe kingdomof God.[1]

[1] I Cor.6:9, 10; Gal. 5:1921; Eph.5:5, 6; | John3:14.

88 Q.Whatis thetruerepentancer conversionof mar?
A. It is thedying of the old natureandthe coming tolife of the new.[1]

[1] Rom.6:1-11; 1 Cor.5:7; Il Cor.5:17; Eph.4:22-24; Col. 3:5-10.

89. Q.Whatis thedying of the old natur&

A. It isto grievewith heartfeltsorrowthat wehaveoffendedGod by oursin,andmoreandmoreto hateit
andflee from it.[1]

[1] Ps. 51:34, 17;Joel2:12,13; Rom.8:12,13; Il Cor. 7:10.

90. Q.Whatis the coming tolife of the newnatur&
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A. It is a heartfeltjoy in GodthroughChrist,[1]anda love anddelightto live accordingto thewill of God
in all good works.[2]

[1] Ps. 51:8,12;1s.57:15; Rom.5:1; 14:17.[2] Rom.6:10, 11; Gal. 2:20.

91. Q.But whataregood work®

A. Only thosewhich aredoneout of truefaith,[1] in accordancevith the law of God,[2] andto His
glory,[3] andnot thosebasedon ourown opinionor on precept®f men.[4]

[1] Joh.15:5; Rom.14:23; Heb.11:6.[2] Lev.18:4;| Sam.15:22; Eph.2:10.[3] | Cor. 10:31.[4] Deut.
12:32:1s.29:13; Ezek.20:18,19; Matt. 15:7-9.

92. Q.Whatis thelaw of the LORD?

A. Godspokeall thesewords,saying:l amthe LORD your God,who broughtyou outof the land of Egypt,
out of the houseof bondagel. Youshallhaveno othergodsbeforeMe. 2. Youshall not makefor yourself
a gravenimage,2. orany likenessof anything that isn heavermabove,2. orthat isin the earthbeneath2. or
that isin thewaterunderthe earth;2. you shallnot bow downto them orservethem;2. for| the LORD
your Godama jealousGod, 2. visiting the iniquity of the fathersupon thechildren2. tothe third andfourth
generatior2. of thosewho hateMe, 2. butshowingsteadfastove to thousands othose2. wholove Me and
keepMy commandments3. Youshallnot takethe Nameof the LORD your God 3. in vain; 3. forthe
LORD will not hold him guiltless3. whotakesHis Namein vain. 4. Remembethe sabbatlday, to keepit
holy. 4. Sixdaysyou shalllabour,anddo all yourwork; 4. butthe seventhday is a sabbatto the LORD
your 4. God; 4. init you shallnotdo anywork, 4. you, oryour son,or your daughter4. yourmanservantor
your maidservant4. oryour cattle,4. orthe sojournemwho is within your gates:4. forin six daysthe LORD
madeheavenandearth 4. thesea,andall that isin them, 4. andestedthe seventiday; 4. therefordahe
LORD blessedhe sabbathday 4. andhallowedit. 5. Honouryour fatherandyour mother,5. that yourdays
may be long 5. inthelandwhich the LORD your God givesyou. 6. Youshallnotkill. 7. Youshallnot
commitadultery.8. Youshallnot steal.9. You shall not bearfalsewitness againsgour neighbour10. you
shall not covetyour neighbour'shrouse;10. you shalhot covetyour neighbour'swife, 10. orhis manservant,
or his maidservant10. orhis ox, orhis ass,10. oranything that isyour neighbour's.[1]

[1] Ex.20:1-17; Deut.5:6-21.

93. Q.How arethesecommandmentdivided?

A. Into two parts.Thefirst teachesishowto live in relationto God; thesecondwhat dutieswe owe our
neighbour.[1]

[1] Matt. 22:37-40.

94. Q.Whatdoesthe LORD requirein the first commandmeri
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A. Thatfor the sakeof my very salvationl avoidandflee all idolatry,[1] witchcraft, superstition,[2}and
prayerto saintsor to othercreatures.[3Further,that I rightly cometo know the only true God.[4] trustin
Him alone,[5]submitto Him with all humility[6] and patience,[7expectall good fromHim only,[8] and
love,[9] fear,[10]andhonourHim[11] with all my heart.In short, that forsakeall creaturesatherthando
the leastthing againstHis will.[12]

[1] I Cor.6:9,10; 10:5-14; 1 John5:21.[2] Lev.19:31; Deut.18:9-12. [3] Matt. 4:10; Rev.19:10; 22:8,
9. [4] John17:3.[5] Jer.17:5,7. [6] | Pet.5:5, 6. [7] Rom.5:3, 4; | Cor. 10:10; Phil. 2:14; Col. 1:11;
Heb.10:36.[8] Ps. 104:2728; Is. 45:7; Jamesl:17.[9] Deut.6:5; (Matt. 22:37).[10] Deut.6:2; Ps.
111:10;Prov. 1:7; 9:10; Matt. 10:28; | Pet.1:17.[11] Deut.6:13; (Matt. 4:10); Deut. 10:20.[12] Matt.
5:29, 30; 10:37-39; Acts5:29.

95. Q.Whatis idolatry?

A. Idolatry is havingor inventingsomethingn which to put our trustinsteadof, or in additionto, the only
true Godwho hasrevealedHimselfin His Word.[1]

[1] | Chron.16:26; Gal. 4:8,9; Eph.5:5; Phil. 3:19.

96. Q.WhatdoesGodrequirein the secondcommandmerit

A. We arenotto makeanimageof Godin anyway,[1] nor to worshipHim in any othermannertthanHe
hascommandedn His Word.[2]

[1] Deut.4:15-19; Is. 40:18-25; Acts17:29; Rom.1:23.[2] Lev.10:1-7; Deut.12:30;1 Sam.15:22,23;
Matt. 15:9; John4:23, 24.
97. Q.May we thennot makeany imageat all?

A. Godcannotandmay not be visibly portrayedin any way. Creaturesnay be portrayed but Godforbids
us to makeor haveanyimagesof them inorderto worshipthem orto serveGodthroughthem.[1]

[1] Ex.34:13,14, 17;Num.33:52; Il Kings18:4,5; Is. 40:25.

98. Q.But mayimagesnot be toleratedn the churchesas"booksfor the laity"?

A. No, for we shouldnot be wiserthanGod. He wantsHis peopleto be taught notby meanf dumb
images[1]but by theliving preachingof His Word.[2]

[1] Jer.10:8; Hab.2:18-20. [2] Rom.10:14,15, 17;1l Tim.3:16,17; Il Pet.1:19.

99. Q.Whatis requiredin the third commandmeri

A. We arenotto blasphemer to abusethe Nameof Godby cursing,[1]perjury,[2] or unnecessargaths,[3]
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nor to sharein suchhorrible sinsby beingsilentbystanders.[4]n short, wemustusethe holy Nameof God
only with fearandreverence,[5fo that wemay rightly confessHim,[6] call upon Him,[7]andpraiseHim
in all ourwordsandworks.[8]

[1] Lev.24:10-17. [2] Lev.19:12[3] Matt. 5:37; Jamesh:12.[4] Lev.5:1; Prov. 29:24.[5] Ps. 99:15; Is.
45:23; Jer. 4:2. [6] Matt. 10:32,33; Rom.10:9, 10. [7] Ps. 50:14,15; | Tim. 2:8. [8] Rom.2:24; Col.
3:17;1 Tim.6:1.

100. Q.Is the blasphemingf God'sNameby swearingand cursingsucha grievoussin that Godis angry
alsowith thosewho do notpreventandforbid it asmuchasthey carf?

A. Certainly,[1]for no sinis greateror provokesGod'swrath morethanthe blasphemingf His Name.That
is why He commandedt to be punishedwith death.[2]

[1] Lev.5:1.[2] Lev.24:16.

101. Q.But maywe swearan oathby theNameof Godin a godly manne?

A. Yes,whenthe governmentdemandst of its subjectspr whennecessityequiresit, in orderto maintain
and promotefidelity andtruth, to God'sglory andfor our neighbour'sgyood. Such oattaking isbasedon
God'sWord[1] andwasthereforerightly usedby saintsin the Old andthe New Testament.[2]

[1] Deut.6:13; 10:20; Jer.4:1, 2; Heb.6:16.[2] Gen.21:24;31:53;J0osh.9:15; 1 Sam.24:22;1 Kings
1:29, 30; Rom.1:9; Il Cor. 1:23.

102. Q.May we alsoswearby saintsor othercreature®

A. No. A lawful oathis a calling upon Godwho aloneknowsthe heart,to bearwitness tathe truth, andto
punishmeif | swearfalsely.[1] No creatures worthy of suchhonour.[2]

[1] Rom.9:1; Il Cor. 1:23.[2] Matt. 5:34-37; 23:16-22; James:12.

103. Q.WhatdoesGodrequirein the fourth commandmertt

A. First, that theministry of the gospelandthe schools bemaintained[1jandthat, especiallpn theday of
rest, | diligently attendthe churchof God[2] to hearGod'sWord,[3] to usethe sacraments,[4fo call
publicly upon theLORD,[5] andto give Christianofferingsfor the poor.[6] Secondthat all thedaysof my
life | restfrom my evil works,let theLORD work in methroughHis Holy Spirit, andso beginin this life
the eternalsabbath.[7]

[1] Deut.6:4-9; 20-25; 1 Cor.9:13,14; Il Tim.2:2; 3:13-17; Tit. 1.5.[2] Deut.12:5-12; Ps. 40:9,10;

68:26; Acts2:42-47; Heb.10:23-25. [3] Rom.10:14-17; | Cor. 14:26-:33; | Tim.4:13.[4] | Cor. 11:23,
24.[5] Col. 3:16; 1 Tim.2:1.[6] Ps. 50:14;I Cor.16:2;1l1 Cor.8 and 9. [7]ls. 66:23;Heb.4:9-11.

104. Q.WhatdoesGodrequirein thefifth commandmertt
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A. Thatl showall honour,love, andfaithfulnessto my fatherand motherandto all thosein authorityover
me, submitmyselfwith due obedienceo their good instructioranddiscipline,[1]andalsohavepatience
with their weaknesseandshortcomings,[2kinceit is God'swill to governus by theirhand.[3]

[1] Ex.21:17;Prov. 1:8; 4:1; Rom.13:1, 2; Eph.5:21, 22; 6:1-9; Col. 3:18-4:1. [2] Prov. 20:20;23:22; |
Pet.2:18.[3] Matt. 22:21,Rom.13:1-8; Eph.6:1-9; Col. 3:18-21.

105. Q.WhatdoesGodrequirein the sixth commandmertt

A. | amnotto dishonour, hatanjure, or kill my neighbourby thoughtswords, or gesturesandmuchless
by deedswhetherpersonallyor throughanother;[1]rather,| amto putawayall desireof revenge.[2]
Moreover,| amnotto harmor recklesslyendangemyself.[3] Therefore also,the governmenbearsthe
swordto preventmurder.[4]

[1] Gen.9:6; Lev.19:17,18; Matt. 5:21, 22; 26:52.[2] Prov. 25:21,22; Matt. 18:35; Rom.12:19; Eph.
4:26.[3] Matt. 4:7; 26:52; Rom.13:11-14. [4] Gen.9:6; Ex.21:14; Rom.13:4.

106. Q.But doesthis commandmenspeakonly of killing ?

A. By forbiddingmurderGodteachesusthat Hehatesthe root of murder,suchasenvy, hatred,anger,and
desireof revenge,[1llandthat Heregardsall theseasmurder.[2]

[1] Prov.14:30;Rom.1:29; 12:19; Gal. 5:1921; Jamesl:20; | John2:9-11. [2] | John3:15.

107. Q.Is it enoughthen,that wedo notkill our neighbourin any suchway? A. No. WhenGod condemns
envy, hatred,andanger,He commandsisto love our neighbourasourselves,[1}o showpatience peace,
gentlenessmercy,andfriendlinesstowardhim,[2] to protecthim from harmasmuchaswe can,andto do
good everto our enemies.[3]

[1] Matt. 7:12; 22:39; Rom.12:10.[2] Matt. 5:5; Luke6:36; Rom.12:10,18; Gal. 6:1,2; Eph.4:2; Col.
3:12; IPet. 3:8. [3] Ex.23:4,5; Matt. 5:44,45; Rom.12:20.

108. Q.Whatdoesthe seventrcommandmenteachus?

A. Thatall unchastityis cursedoy God.[1]We mustthereforedetestit from the heart[2]andlive chasteand
disciplinedlives, bothwithin andoutsideof holy marriage.[3]

[1] Lev.18:30; Eph.5:3-5. [2] Jude22, 23. [3]! Cor.7:1-9; | Thess4:3-8; Heb.13:4.

109. Q.DoesGodin this commandmentorbid nothingmorethanadulteryandsimilar shamefulsing? A.
Sincewe, body andsoul,aretemplesof the Holy Spirit, it is God'swill that wekeepourselvegpureand
holy. ThereforeHe forbids all unchasteacts,gesturesyords,thoughts,desires,[1Jandwhatevemay entice
us to unchastity.[2]
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[1] Matt. 5:27-29; | Cor. 6:18-20; Eph.5:3, 4. [2] | Cor. 15:33; Eph.5:18.

110. Q.WhatdoesGodforbid in the eighth commandme#t

A. Godforbids not only outrighttheft androbbery[1]but alsosuchwicked schemesanddevicesasfalse
weightsand measuresjeceptivemerchandisinggounterfeitmoney,and usury;[2] we mustnot defraudour
neighbourin any way, whetherby forceor by showof right.[3] In additionGod forbids all greed[4]andall
abuseor squanderingf His gifts.[5]

[1] Ex.22:1;1 Cor.5:9, 10; 6:9, 10. [2] Deut.25:13 16; Ps. 15:5;Prov. 11:1; 12:22; Ezek.45:9-12; Luke
6:35.[3] Mic. 6:9-11; Luke 3:14; James:1-6. [4] Luke12:15; Eph.5:5. [5] Prov. 21:20; 23:20,21; Luke
16:10-13.

111. Q.WhatdoesGodrequireof you inthis commandmeri

A. | mustpromotemy neighbour'ggood wherevel canandmay, dealwith him asl would like othergo
dealwith me,andwork faithfully sothat | maybe ableto give to thosein need.[1]

[1] Is.58:5-10; Matt. 7:12; Gal. 6:9,10; Eph.4:28.

112. Q.Whatis requiredin the ninthcommandmertt

A. | mustnot give falsetestimonyagainstanyone twist no one'svords, not gossipor slander,nor condemn
or join in condemninganyonerashlyandunheard.[1]Rather,| mustavoidall lying anddeceitasthedevil's
own works, underpenaltyof God'sheavywrath.[2] In courtandeverywhereelse,| mustlove thetruth,[3]
speakandconfesdt honestly,anddo whatl canto defendand promotemy neighbour'sionourand
reputation.[4]

[1] Ps. 15;Prov.19:5,9; 21:28; Matt. 7:1; Luke6:37; Rom.1:28-32. [2] Lev.19:11,12; Prov. 12:22;
13:5; John8:44; Rev.21:8.[3] | Cor. 13:6; Eph.4:25.[4] | Pet.3:8, 9; 4:8.

113. Q.Whatdoesthetenth commandmemequireof us?

A. Thatnot eventhe slightestthoughtor desirecontraryto any of God'scommandmentshouldeverarise
in our heart.Rather,we shouldalwayshateall sinwith all our heart,anddelightin all righteousness.[1]

[1] Ps. 19:714; 139:23,24; Rom.7:7, 8.

114. Q.But canthoseconvertedo God keepthesecommandmentperfectly?

A. No. In this life eventhe holiesthaveonly a smallbeginning ofthis obedience.[1Neverthelessyith
earnespurposeheydo beginto live not only accordingto somebut to all thecommandmentsf God.[2]

[1] Eccles.7:20; Rom.7:14,15; 1 Cor. 13:9; 1 John1:8.[2] Ps. 1:1,2; Rom.7:22-25; Phil. 3:12-16.
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115. Q.If in this life no onecankeepthetencommandmentperfectly,why doesGodhavethem preached
so strictly?

A. First, that throughoubur life we may moreand morebecomeawareof our sinful nature,andtherefore
seekmoreeagerlythe forgivenessof sinsandrighteousness Christ.[1] Secondthat wemay be zealoudor
good deedsind constantlyprayto God for the graceof the Holy Spirit, that Hemay moreand morerenew
us after God'simage,until afterthis life we reachthe goal of perfection.[2]

[1] Ps. 32:5;Rom.3:19-26; 7:7, 24, 25;1 John1:9.[2] | Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:12-14; | John3:1-3.

116. Q.Why is prayernecessaryor Christian®

A. Becauseprayeris the mostimportantpartof the thankfulnessvhich Godrequiresof us.[1] Moreover,
Godwill give His graceandthe Holy Spirit only to thosewho constantlyandwith heartfeltlongingaskHim
for thesegifts andthankHim for them.[2]

[1] Ps.50:1415;116:1219; | Thess5:16-18. [2] Matt. 7:7, 8; Luke11:9-13.

117. Q.Whatbelongsto a prayerwhich pleasescod andis heardby Him?

A. First, we mustfrom the heartcall upon theonetrue God only, who hasrevealedHimselfin His Word,
for all that Hehascommandedisto pray.[1] Secondwe mustthoroughlyknow our needandmisery,so
that wemay humble ourselvebeforeGod.[2] Third, we mustreston thisfirm foundationthat, although we
do notdeservat, Godwill certainlyhearour prayerfor the sakeof Christour Lord, asHe haspromisedus
in His Word.[3]

[1] Ps. 145:1820; John4:22-24; Rom.8:26, 27; Jamesl:5; | John5:14,15; Rev.19:10.[2] 1l Chron.
7:14; 20:12; Ps. 2:11;34:18; 62:8; Is. 66:2; Rev.4. [3] Dan.9:17-19; Matt. 7:8; John14:13,14; 16:23;
Rom.10:13; Jamesl:6.

118. Q.WhathasGod commandedisto askof Him?

A. All thethingswe needfor body andsoul,[1] asincludedin the prayerwhich Christour Lord Himself
taught us.

[1] Matt. 6:33; Jamesl:17.

119. Q.Whatis the Lord's prayef

A. Our Fatherwho artin heavenHallowedbe Thy Name.Thy kingdomcome,Thy will be done,On earth
asit isin heavenGive usthis day our daily bread;And forgive us our debts,As we alsohaveforgiven our
debtors;And leadus not into temptation But deliver us from the evil one.For Thineis the kingdom,and
the power,andthe glory, for ever.Amen.[1]
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[1] Matt. 6:9-13; Luke11:2-4.

120. Q.Why hasChristcommandedis to addresssod asOur Fathe®?

A. To awakenin us atthevery beginning ofour prayerthat childlikereverenceandtrusttoward God which
shouldbe basicto our prayer:God hasbecomeour FatherthroughChristandwill muchless denyus what
we askof Him in faith thanour fatherswould refuseus earthlythings.[1][1] Matt. 7:9-11; Luke 11:11-13.
121. Q.Why is thereadded Who artin heaver? A. Thesewordsteachus not to think of God'sheavenly
majestyin an earthlymanner,[1]Jandto expectfrom His almighty powerall thingswe needfor body and
soul.[2]

[1] Jer.23:23,24; Acts17:24,25. [2] Matt. 6:25-34; Rom.8:31, 32.

122. Q.Whatis thefirst petitior?

A. Hallowedbe Thy Name.Thatis: Grantusfirst of all that wemay rightly know Thee,[1]and sanctify,
glorify, andpraiseTheein all Thy works, in which shineforth Thy almighty power,wisdom,goodness,
righteousnesgnercy,andtruth.[2] Grantus alsothat wemay so directour whole life-- our thoughts words,
andactions- that ThyNameis not blasphemedbecausef us but alwayshonouredandpraised.[3]

[1] Jer.9:23,24; 31: 33, 34;Matt. 16:17; John17:3.[2] Ex.34:5-8; Ps. 145;Jer.32:16-20; Luke 1:46-
55, 6875; Rom.11: 33-36. [3] Ps. 115:1;Matt. 5:16.

123. Q.Whatis the secondpetitior?

A. Thy kingdomcome.Thatis: Sorule us by Thy Word and Spirit that moreand morewe submitto
Thee.[1]Preserveandincreaserlhy church.[2]Destroythe works of the devil, everypowerthat raisestself
againstThee,andeveryconspiracyagainstThy holy Word.[3] Do all this until the fulnessof Thy kingdom
comeswhereinThoushaltbe all in all.[4]

[1] Ps. 119:5105; 143:10; Matt. 6:33.[2] Ps. 51:18;122:6-9; Matt. 16:18; Acts2:42-47. [3] Rom.16:20;
| John3:8. [4] Rom.8:22,23; | Cor. 15:28; Rev.22: 17, 20.
124. Q.Whatis the third petitior?

A. Thy will bedone,on earthasit is in heavenThatis: Grantthat weandall menmay denyour own will,
andwithoutany murmuring obeyThy will, for it aloneis good.[1]Grantalsothat everyonenay carry out
the dutiesof his office andcalling[2] aswillingly andfaithfully astheangelsn heaven.[3]

[1] Matt. 7:21; 16:24-26; Luke22:42; Rom.12:1, 2; Tit. 2:11,12. [2] | Cor. 7:17-24; Eph.6:5-9. [3] Ps.
103:20,21.

125. Q.Whatis the fourth petitior?
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A. Give usthis day our daily bread.Thatis: Provideuswith all our bodily needs[1]sothat wemay
acknowledgehat Thouartthe only fountainof all good,[2]andthat ourcareandlabour,andalsoThy gifts,
cannotdo usany good withoutThy blessing.[3]Grantthereforethat wemay withdraw our trustfrom all
creaturesandplaceit only in Thee.[4]

[1] Ps. 104:2730; 145:15,16; Matt. 6:25-34. [2] Acts14:17;17:25; Jamesl:17.[3] Deut.8:3; Ps. 37:16;
127:1,2; 1 Cor. 15:58.[4] Ps. 55:22;62; 146; Jer.17:5-8; Heb.13:5, 6.

126. Q.Whatis thefifth petitior?

A. And forgive us our debts,aswe alsohaveforgiven our debtors.Thatis: For the sakeof Christ'sblood,
do notimputeto us, wretchedsinners;any of our transgressionsyor the evil which still clingsto us,[1]as
we alsofind this evidenceof Thy gracein usthat wearefully determinedvholeheartedlyo forgive our
neighbor.[2]

[1] Ps. 51:17; 143:2; Rom.8:1; | John2:1, 2. [2] Matt. 6:14, 15; 18:21-35.

127. Q.Whatis the sixth petitior?

A. And leadus not into temptation but deliver usfrom the evil one.Thatis: In ourselvesve aresoweak
that wecannotstandevenfor a moment.[1]Moreover,our swornenemies- the devil,[2] theworld,[3] and
our own flesh[4}- do notceasdo attackus. Wilt Thou,therefore upholdandstrengtherus by thepowerof
Thy Holy Spirit, sothat inthis spiritual war[5] we may not go downto defeat,but alwaysfirmly resistour
enemiesuntil we finally obtain thecompletevictory.[6]

[1] Ps. 103:1416; John15:1-5. [2] Il Cor.11:14;Eph.6:10-13; | Pet.5:8.[3] John15:1821. [4] Rom.
7:23; Gal. 5:17.[5] Matt. 10:19,20; 26:41; Mark 13:33; Rom.5:3-5. [6] | Cor.10:13;1 Thess3:13; 5:23.
128. Q.How do you concludgour prayef?

A. For Thineis thekingdom,andthe power,andtheglory, for ever.Thatis: All this we askof Thee
becauseasour King, havingpowerover all things, Thouart bothwilling andableto give usall that is

good,[1]andbecausaot we but Thy holy Nameshouldso receiveall glory for ever.[2]

[1] Rom.10:11-13; Il Pet2:9.[2] Ps. 115:1;Jer.33:8,9; John14:13.

129. Q.Whatdoestheword Amen mear?

A. Amenmeansit is trueandcertain.For God hasmuchmorecertainlyheardmy prayerthanl feelin my
heartthat | desirethis of Him.[1]

[1] Is.65:24;11 Cor.1:20; Il Tim.2:13.
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